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Reports of the Character and Results of the Trade [Mar. 



Messrs. Churchill and Sim, of London, report : — 

Timber Trade. — " It is very important to review the trade in Wood during the 
year just closed, to trace the extent of the supply, to estimate the consumption, and 
to see how much stock has accumulated for use in this country, while the ports of 
America and the North of Europe are closed. 

" The wood trade of the United Kingdom is computed from the following tables 
of the Board of Trade : — 





1859. 


1858. 


1857. 


1856. 


1855. 


Imported — 

Colonial timber, deals, &c. 


1,300,000 
1,360,000 


1,095,771 
1,131,485 


1,346,824 
1,157,719 


1,223,748 
1,217,515 


958,301 
884,792 






Total loads 


2,660,000 


2,227,256 


2,504,543 


2,441,263 


1,843,093 






Consumption (apparent) — 
Colonial timber, deals, &c. 


1,300,000 
1,160,000 


1,095,771 
1,088,167 


1,340,762 
1,076,353 


1,214,605 
1,067,239 


942,713 
932,749 






Total loads 


2,460,000 


2,183,938 


2,417,115 


2,281,844 


1,875,462 






Imported duty free — 

Oak staves, colonial, and \ 


110,000 


105,236 


111,545 


82,181 


67,747 



Consumption in London during Five Years. 



Sawn Wood — Battens, "1 
boards and ends. ...pieces J 

Hewn Wood — Square and 1 
round _ loads J 



1859. 



7,050,000 
245,000 



1858. 



6,975,000 
218,000 



1857. 



6,134,000 
190,000 



1856. 



6,778,000 
185,000 



1855. 



6,802,000 
182,000 



" The returns of the Board of Trade show that the wood trade of the United 
Kingdom has recently exceeded 2,500,000 loads, about half this supply being drawn 
from our colonies in British America, and most of the remainder from the north of 
Europe. Prom the tables of the wood trade in London we arrive at more definite 
results. The amount of tonnage shows that nearly one-fourth part of the trade of 
the kingdom centres in London. The importation in 1859 appears to have been 
20 per cent, more than the average of the four preceding years ; and the consump- 
tion of sawn wood has increased 5 per cent., and of hewn wood 25 per cent. 

"At the opening of the year 1859 there seemed every prospect of a healthy and 
vigorous trade throughout the country. Counteracting influences, however, disap- 
pointed this hope. The war in Italy affected all our commercial relations, and no 
sooner had the war ceased, than the wood trade was especially damaged by the 
builders' strike. We have shown that the consumption of wood has increased, but 
there has been no spirit, no confidence in speculation, no trust in the future. At 
the period when large quantities of wood should have been consumed, the ill-judged 
strike of the operatives sacrificed two valuable months in the year of the building 
trade. 

"The price of wood in the countries of its production has been so much higher 
of late years that an importation now seldom realizes its first cost. During the 
past year there was no disposition to pay the prices demanded in Russia and in 



NOTICE. 



The Council of the Statistical Society of London wish it to be 
understood, that, while they consider it their duty to adopt every 
means within their power to tes.t the facts inserted in this Journal, 
they do not hold themselves responsible for their accuracy, which 
must rest upon the authority of the several Contributors. 
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